
Helsing:fora, August the 20thi 1937. 

L. Smetzt Esq . 
The Eoonomio Relations Seotion ot 
The 1 .. eag-ue o:f' Nation . 
0 e n e v a . Switzerland. 

Dear Sir, . 
I ar~eceipt o:t your lett#er o:t July 20th aa well as ot the 

Prellminary Drart Report to the Council prepared by ,,... ve, ..... Langonhove 
and datod Ju.ly 28t.h, 1937. On account o tli- la.tter I wish te 
cou..unicatu the following obsarvatjona; 

- Th dratt report prepa.1~ d by M. va.n La.'lgenhove 1 most 
va.luable end intei~eating. Theoretically it quite correspono.s to 
my p rsonal opinion and' I am thue :ready to support it on prinoiple . 
lt is true, however, that the xperienca gained as to th possibility 
of' talr i_p.t_ernatione.l co-operat1on on broa.a lines, 1n the - aonomia 
field ~ s 1n other pheres, too, has becn r ther negati ve a..-ri ö.epress1ng 
of late. And t present there .. ems to be bu.t little ho:pe for an 
iroprove.ment 1n thia respeot, a.s in om oou.ntrie the opinion di :fers 
so muoh in r ga.rd to the prem.1 ses e.nd th olution o.f "'"h" pr#oblem 
suoh as they a.re set torth by M. van Langanl1ove, th,at by o:tf lc~a.l decl ·,;i: 

ntione the n·· tien is s id to pret'er bom s o but·Ger and to , egard aven 
e. considore'ble de(,line in it tandard of liv1ng s a ohoap p:rioe for 
autarky. This lends to tb seumptio:n tlwt it , ill hardly be poss ble 
to cbtnin . 1y poaitive reau.lt .. ota \rlde co e in the near futur and 
that nuch compreh nsive endeavour only re likely to malta thinga 
wcrse eventuall7. By such means, the po" aib ·.litiea oftered by the 
present tavourable development ot economie oo ... ditions eoul.d, perhaps, 
be f'orfeited a.nd the world would meet the next depree ion a di vid.ed 
and unprepa:red as betora, again using t,h ·· same, now oondem.n d 1 

dest:ructive me hoda to combat the ensuing diftic.n ties or, perhapa, 
sitch methods as would be , still more destru ti va :from the int~ ~-:rnation.al 
point ot view . Under these eirournst nces it would posai'bly be :mor0 

roe.aon ble to ratrain tro working o too broad a ba.sie ru-1 to pu · UJ• 
wi th a paving of t he wa:y :tor regi n.~1 co-operetion b ween oountries - • 

in which tha eoonomio structu.re an. t.ne habit ot thought ate to s me 
extent at lea.st a.l ike, acoording to the exrunple et,, fo in ta ·10 ,, , by 

the Oolo-t;ta.tes. In this re-p ... ot ' still b•t,ter results could, perh p 
be achieved * if one of the big damoorati c .atates of a.terfal i p :rtan..,e 
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R T S '!1 Y T I. 
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