
I BRD:n kielentarkastaja on k okemuksensa p erusteella laatinut 

"asiakkailleen" tarkoitetun p ienen t o i vomusl i stan , joka sopii 

johtolangaksi my öskin mei d än o l o i ssamme . Esitetään sen vuoks i seu

raavassa o te s iitä: 

SUPERFLUOUS WORDS 

Our papers can s c arcely pretend to elegance. Their sub ject 

mat ter seldom lands itself t o that . Even if i t d i d , time is never 

ade quate to pe r mit the careful repol i shing be lieved hab itual with 

elegant authors . Clarity and b revity are the two card inal vir t ues. 

The length of papers has frequently been a matter for comment , 

s ometimes unfair. I t may be annoy i ng t o b e told that a paper is 

too long and simultane ously t o be reproached for hav i n g omitted 

some allegedly significant deta i l . It is, however , surprising how 

much can be done to attain brevity merely by delet i ng superfluou s 

words. Tho heads are usually b e t ter than one, but two words are 

nearly always worse than one , if one c an c onvey the meaning . 

Many examples wh ich come to mind are tr i fl ing , but may have 

c ons i derab le c umulat i ve effe c t . I t is unnecessary to write "Prices 

have remained at hi gh level s. 1I IIpr ices have remai ned h i gh" would 

s u ff ice. "The volume o f product i on o f o il i s e xpected to i ncrease" 

says n o more than 1I0il produc t i on is expe c ted t o i n crease. 1I " I s 

due to the fa c t that ll can nearly always be replac ed by "be c ause!! , 

and "for t he purpose o f f inancing ll by "to f i nanc e" . If somethi n g 

"results i n a r e ducti on of the money supply" , i t just "reduc es the 

money supplyll. Ins tead of saying "rt i s estimated b y the Mi n is try 

o f Finance that" , why not be c ontent with IIThe Mi nistry of. Financ e 

est i mates that ll ? And i t is seldom ne c essary to say II I n the year 

1948" . I t is als o usually unnecessary to say " I t is worthwhile to 

re call , etc. lI
; if no t worthwhile , the po i nt should n o t f i nd a 

p lace i n a paper . We need not say, lI as has been explai ned, or 

ment i one d , earlier", for none of our papers should b e so lon g as to 

ne c essitate reminders. 

Some v erbos i ty surviv ing i n our papers expressed, n o doub t , 

a c ommendable cau t i on . We do not wi sh to be too c ategor ical i n our 

forecasts ; i t is always prudent to ma i nta i n a backdoor esc ape , t o 

be used if later our words are quo ted against us . We are inc l i ned , 

therefore , to say "On the scanty ev i dence at present a v a i lable , 

it would appear that dur i ng the c oming year exports a re not l i kely, 

etc." Such c au.tion is i ntellig i ble , but we should not have g i ven 

any hostages t .o f o rtunate b y writing "Duri ng the c omi n g year ex-
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ports are not l i kely , etc." or , to be part i cularly c areful, 

"During the coming year exports seem unl ikely, etc.!I 

I t might be interesting to calculate the time c onsumed in the 

wr i ting or read i ng or listening to superfluous words, and to c ompare 

the results with the difficult i es we all have in gett i n g enough 

annual leave . The c onc lusion might have a sober i ng effe c t . 


